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We also desire and require that all processes moved, or about
to be moved, in our Council concerning Iris civil interests, be
and remain in suspension for the said term, during which we
also forbid his accusers, under the said penalties, to take any
proceedings ; nevertheless, it is not our intention to derogate in
the least degree, by these presents, from the declaration of the
twenty-third December, one thousand seven hundred and two,
containing general instructions as to Letters of State, and which
we require to be observed and executed according to their form
and tenour. We command our principal usher or sergeant,
upon being required, to issue in execution of these presents all
summonses, notification, and other requisite and necessary acts
without asking further leave or permission. For such is our
pleasure. Given at Versailles, the twenty-second February, in
the year of grace one thousand seven hundred and sixty-three,
and the forty-eighth of our reign.                             c Louis/

c In the King's name.   CHOISEUL, DUKE DE PIIASLIN.*

Pursued and worried by his creditors at home and
abroad, and in despair at the extremities to which he
was being reduced, the Chevalier lost all control over
himself in his communications with the Foreign Minister,
who, he considered, had failed to keep his word.

c You were good enough to hold out hopes of payment being
made to me, when I was leaving for Paris with the ratifica-
tions to the Treaty of Peace. I have been paying interest for
nearly nine years, on the. money I borrowed to enable me to
serve the King in the extreme north, when nobody dared to go
there. . . . The appointment of Minister Plenipotentiary, for
which I never asked, has certainly not turned my head, thanks
to a little philosophy; it has only involved me in heavier ex-
penses. . . . If the affairs of the King are in a bad state, mine
are going from bad to worse. . . . Soon I shall complete ten
years' service as a diplomatist, without having become richer or
sharper, * . , I have incurred debts to the amount of 20,000
livresfor having dabbled in politics. . . . I entreat you to decide
upon my present and future prospects, and upon the favours I
am to expect from your sense of justice; otherwise, I admit toby counter-evidence, do not appear to justify his unqualified
